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THROUGH HIS LENS 
Connor Stefanison, a graduate from Moscrop Secondary continues to make his 
mark on the photography world. He was just awarded the Royal BC Museum’s 
Rising Star Portfolio Award in their Wildlife Photographer of the Year Contest. 
Competition was steep - 42,000 entries from 100 countries. It’s well worth a trip to 
Victoria to see his photos, on display December 4 to April 6. 
 
HOUR OF CODE  
The Hour of Code is a global movement. More than 175,000 coding events are 
planned to take place in 180+ countries this week as part of Computer Science 
Week. More than a dozen Burnaby schools are participating.  
 
Yesterday, students from four Burnaby schools explored coding as guests of 
Electronic Arts. This week, three additional schools will have visiting “computer 
gurus” from BCIT come out to code with them. And many other District schools are 
planning a variety of coding events of their own.  
 
Organized by Code.org, a non-profit organization dedicated to expanding 
participation in computer science amongst young people, the Hour of Code 
introduces students to computer coding in a fun, engaging way. Computer 
science nurtures problem-solving skills, logic and creativity, and by starting early, 
students will have a foundation for success in any 21st-century career path they 
choose.  
 
RHYTHM OF LIFE – DRUM ROLL PLEASE… 
A Drum-a-thon held at Ecole Marlborough Elementary surpassed all expectations. 
Besides the great fun and laughter it created as students and staff enjoyed their 
drumming moments, more than 1,000 community members came out to listen 
and support the cause, including Vice-Chair Pandher and Trustee Chen. All 
totaled, more than $9,000 was raised for the Red Cross Syrian Refugee Fund – that 
will be matched by the federal government – to help refugees settle in Canada.   
 
WILDCATS PREVAIL 
Burnaby Central Wildcats stood their ground two weeks ago at the provincial 
soccer tournament held at Burnaby Lake. They claimed third place at the BC 
‘AAA’ boys soccer championships, bouncing back from a tough semi-final loss to 
double Tamanawis Secondary for a well-deserved bronze medal.  
 

- more -   

 GOOD NEWS 



 

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK - AND SOUND - A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS 
Burnaby Board of Education and Senior Management are pleased to be showcasing 
student artwork on their holiday cards this year. They were created by Michael Breen 
(Suncrest) and Jasmine Wong (Marlborough).  City of Burnaby Christmas cards will 
feature art by Joyce Jin (Marlborough), Rebecca Yang (Aubrey) and Karan Joshi 
(Twelfth Avenue).  
 
Burnaby Schools kicked off another delightful season of holiday performances on 
November 30 with Voices 41 at the MJFox Theatre. They continue almost daily until 
December 18 and include school choirs in malls and senior residences, and school 
band performances, and skits, many written by their talented music teachers! And 
new this year, be sure to check out the “Light up the Heights” ArtWalk. It features art 
created by Confederation Park Elementary students on display at ten Heights 
merchants until Jan 3.  
 
Another way that schools are getting into the spirit is through community giving.  
 
Here’s just a sampling:  
 
Students of South Slope/BCSD Elementary recently held their 4th annual JINGLE BELL 
WALK. Walking through the neighbourhood with jinglebells on their shoes they 
collected non-perishable food items for the food bank – enough to fill 82 boxes!   
 
Byrne Creek Community School is fundraising to fill 20 Christmas hampers, and a 
Giving Tree in the hallway at Confederation Park is adorned with small clothing items 
that will be donated.  
 
So many reasons to be proud of Burnaby Schools.   
 

 


